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Maost consumers have never heard of “centified ™ wood. Ron
Jarvis, merchandising vice president for The Home Depot,
knows this. Customers don't usually ask The Home Depot
vo carry wood products from forests chat are sustainably
managed and harvested—and independently verified as such.

Despite the absence of significant consumer demand, The
Haorme Depor vecently threw its support behind a Naore
Lonservancy project that aims to ereate a supply of cernificd
wood from Indonesia, where unlawfully harvested wood—in-
cluding protected species and trees felled in national parks—
accounts for rwo-thirds of the wood cut annually, *Pare of
our culmire is |.|l.:li:q.'l T ri|!r,|1|; |;I|.il|5'_,|F u:-;pl:]ins _|.'|r1.'|_1,_

The partnership comes at a eritical time, as Conservancy-
sponsored scientists recently diseovered a large populanon of
orangutans in Indonesin’s East Kalimantan province, hiving in
foreses thar have been awarded to timber companies for
lopging. In Movemnber, the Conservancy signed a joine declara-
tion with the Berau District Government of East Kaliman-
tan—home of the newtound apes—and the Indonesian
Ministry of Fonestry, committing all three to conserving and
managing orangutan kabiat, They also pledged to protecr the
ecology of the area and promote forest certificarion,

Enter The Home Depot, which s giving the Conservancy
£1 millices 1o ol i||.-|_'|,.-.i|| :l_llegh:l_r' and promoa: sustainable
forest management over the next five vears, The project is
beginning with a 3-month demonstranon of wood macking
using mew systems o separate legal amber from illepal omber
on 4 half-million-acre site in Beran districr. Larer the project
will expand to involve communities and timber companies
th I'I.:IU|.=',|.'|I..IIJI East Kalimantan,

he Home Depor’s influence reaches far beyond its girt,
however. The world's single largest buyer of wood produocts,
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the company m 1999 announced thar ic would pive purchas-
ing preferance to wood certified by che Forest Stewardship
Council, the most rigorous forest certificarion system in
MNorth America, Sinee then, says Jarvis, The Home Depot has
been researching the ongins of its 30,000 products in an
effort to hale imports from endanpgered ecosystems.

Mo, with the company’s support and funding from the
L5, Agency tor Internanonal Development, Indonesian forest
certification has both conservanon and market forces behind
it. I successtul, savs Steve Volkers, the Conservancys director
of corporare partmerships, the project should lead o more
cerrified wood products on ULS. store shelves and grearer
cansumer demand for them,

“Serategic partnerships with leaders
like The Home Depot can change the
market over nme,” he says. " Cermifi-
ganon is a win for conservation and
foor the commumitics that depend on
forestry for their livelihood.”

—HATHERIME SHARPE

Kumber of Retall Ssomes Opend in Decemier 2008 15
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